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controls Mt, ' Through ail these years the policy of successive govern-
the cabinet,	dictated or controlled by the King.    George
sat in the Privy Council; to his ministers he gave completely
detailed instructions, and from them he regularly received
full information of the working of their Departments.1
Cabinets were not united by any common adherence to a
policy of their own; instead their only unity arose from their
dependence on the King, for George, following the advice
of the Patriot King, consistently declined to be served by
Cabinets of one party. Tories as well as members of all the
various Whig groups found themselves hustled together
into a Cabinet, to serve not their party but their King; and
as if finally to prevent any unity or opposition, the King
took care to have at least one spy in office so that the least
breath of disloyalty to the Crown was reported to the throne.
Thus the Earl of Egmont carried out this service while
First Lord of the Admiralty from 1763 to 1766, and his
work was continued by the Earl of Hertford as Lord Cham-
berlain of the Household and by the Earl of Northington,
who was successively Lord Chancellor and Lord President
of the Council, and who was responsible for the overthrow
of the Rockingham administration in 1766.
foundation of the King's power was the royal in-
of the         fiuence in Parliament.   To members, the Crown could offer
Commons by ,•
" influence **" offices, many of them lucrative sinecures, as the reward of
support, or probable defeat at the polls as the reward of
opposition. To voters, the Crown could give cash in the
last resort, offices or contracts: long before the introduction
of competitive examinations as the entrance to the naval
and military professions and civil services, every com-
mission and post could be used as the reward of political
service. In the two previous reigns, the control of this
royal patronage had been handed over to the Ministry,
but Newcastle soon lost control of the King's patronage,
and George himself undertook its management. In the
Houses, members soon found that their occupation of any
post was conditional no longer upon their supporting the
Prime Minister, but upon their steady submission to the
1 See Fortescue, Correspondence of George III.

